AMENDMENT UNDER 37 C.F.R. § 1.116 
U.S. Application No. 09/873,357 



AMENDMENTS TO THE CLAIMS 

This listing of claims will replace all prior versions and listings of claims in the 
application: 

LISTING OF CLAIMS: 

1 . (Currently Amended) A method of providing access control for user terminals 
which access a computer network enabling exchange of information via a private access node to 
which said terminals are connected and an access server, the method comprising; temporarily 
storing a multimedia data stream received from said computer network and addressed to a user 
terminal in response to an access request from said user terminal in order to perform filtering on 
said multimedia data stream, said filtering authorizing or blocking transmission of said 
multimedia data stream to said terminal as a function of particular criteria applied to the 
multimedia data stream received at said private access node, and 

wh e r e in if it is d e t e rmin e d as a r e sult of said filt e ring that said multim e dia data str e am 
receiv e d from said comput e r n e twork is not to b e transmitt e d to said t e rminal, said multim e dia 
data str e am is r e tain e d for comparison with a subs e qu e nt multim e dia data str e am to acc e l e rat e 
said filt e ring in th e cas e of id e ntical data 

performing signature analysis for at least temporarily blocking transmission of said 
multimedia data stream received from said network to the user terminal if said multimedia data 
stream incorporates a signature characteristic of restricted signaling rights . 
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2. (Previously Presented) The method claimed in claim 1 , wherein said multimedia 
data stream received from said computer network is stored temporarily before it is transmitted to 
said user terminal depending on results of said filtering. 

3. (Canceled) 

4. (Currently Amended) The method claimed in claim 1 , wherein transfer of said 
multimedia data stream received from said computer network to a user terminal is temporarily 
delayed pending determination of conformance of said multimedia data stream which has been 
received with particular standards and then transmitted to said terminal if conformance is found. 

5. (Currently Amended) The method claimed in claim 4, wherein temporarily 
delayed data relating to said multimedia data stream stored in the determination of conformance 
is retained to enable a further check in the event of non-conformance, either in respect of data 
received on detection of non-conformance, in which case the multimedia data stream that 
transmits it from said computer network is interrupted, or in respect of all data of the multimedia 
data stream received, without said multimedia data stream being interrupted. 

6. (Previously Presented) The method claimed in claim 4, wherein data for which 
non-conformance has been detected in a received multimedia data stream is retained to enable 
interruption of a multimedia data stream subsequently received before complete analysis of the 
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data that said multimedia data stream transmits if said data is detected again in said multimedia 
data stream subsequently received. 

7. (Previously Presented) The method claimed in claim 1 , further comprising 
counting, for control purposes, the number of time that data of a particular content is received, if 
said content is found in said multimedia data stream which is temporarily stored, after it has been 
received from said computer network in at least one data stream addressed to a particular 
terminal. 

8. (Canceled) 

9. (Previously Presented) The method claimed in claim 2, further comprising 
performing an identifier search analysis on said multimedia data stream addressed to a user 
terminal to authorize transmission of said multimedia data stream to said terminal if an identifier 
is found in the multimedia data stream addressed to said terminal. 

1 0. (Currently Amended) An apparatus for providing access control for user 
terminals which access a computer network enabling exchange of information via a private 
access node to which said terminals are connected and a service provider, organized to authorize 
or block transmission of said data stream to said terminals the apparatus comprising: 
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a storage unit for temporarily storing a multimedia data stream received from said 
computer network and addressed to a user terminal in response to an access request from said 
user terminal, 

a control logic unit for filtering said multimedia data stream stored in said storage unit, 
said filtering authorizing or blocking transmission of said multimedia data stream to said 
terminal as a function of particular criteria applied to said multimedia data stream received at 
said private access node, wh e r e in if it is d e t e rmin e d as a r e sult of said filt e ring that said 
multim e dia data str e am r e c e iv e d from said comput e r n e twork is not to b e transmitt e d to said 
t e rminal, said multimedia data str e am is r e tain e d for comparison with subs e qu e nt multim e dia 
data str e am to acc e l e rat e said filt e ring in th e cas e of id e ntical data and performing signature 
analysis for at least temporarily blocking transmission of said multimedia data stream received 
from said network to the user terminal if said multimedia data stream incorporates a signature 
characteristic of restricted signaling rights . 
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